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for community members accused of commit-
ting crimes. Mr. Padilla went on to become an 
investigator at the Monterey County Public De-
fender’s Office in 1974 where he worked until 
his retirement in 1997. 

Mr. Padilla was also a pioneering civil-rights 
activist in Monterey County. In 1972, he 
founded the North Monterey County Chapter 
of the League of United Latin American Citi-
zens, a civil rights advocacy organization. Mr. 
Padilla, alongside Cesar Chavez, was also a 
strong supporter of the United Farm Workers 
in their fight for unionization. 

Mr. Padilla spent his life fighting to help 
those in the community of little means. In one 
account, Mr. Padilla demanded that the city of 
Salinas form a police review board after a 
string of officer involved incidents. Mr. Padilla 
also helped community members in generous 
ways that did not make headlines. He de-
fended a countless number of people and was 
known to take in families he found without 
shelter at the courthouse. In 2012, the League 
of United Latin American Citizens, the La 
Raza Lawyers Association, and the Alisal Bet-
terment Association dedicated a Lady Justice 
statue at the National Steinbeck Center in 
honor of Mr. Padilla’s work. Mr. Padilla’s leg-
acy as a passionate advocate for his commu-
nity will stand the test of time. 

Crecencio Padilla’s legacy is defined by his 
dedication to his family as well. His children 
remember him as ‘‘an amazing father and 
husband,’’ who gave love and support to all 
his family. He was a role model for his family 
and the Central Coast community. His legacy 
will live on in the memories of those of us who 
had the honor to know him. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that my colleagues in the House join me in 
honoring Crecencio Padilla. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, every six 
months, Amanda Nguyen begins her search 
for her rape kit. 

Despite being sexually assaulted, the bur-
den to ensure it’s not destroyed lies on Aman-
da—the victim. 

In her home state, there is a 15-year statute 
of limitations for prosecuting sexual assault 
crimes. 

But untested rape kits are only required to 
be stored for six months. 

Mr. Speaker, conflicting laws like this defy 
common sense. 

Because of stories like Amada’s, Congress 
passed a bill in 2016 that implements, on the 
federal level, a Sexual Assault Survivors Bill of 
Rights. 

This important legislation grants survivors 
the right to have a rape kit preserved for a full 
20 years. 

It gives survivors the results of forensic 
exams and notification if an evidence kit is de-
stroyed. 

Two years after passage, it’s clear that this 
legislation is needed now, more than ever. 

This week the House Judiciary Committee 
will be reviewing this imperative law. 

Ensuring it is implemented effectively and 
improves the experience of survivors as they 
fight for the justice they rightfully deserve. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor the Mississippi Department 
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks’ Special Re-
sponse Team led by Major Dale Bell. 

On July 11, 2017 at approximately 0700 
hours, the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) Special Re-
sponse Team (SRT), made up of 36 SRT 
members and seven conservation officers, 
were deployed to Leflore County, Mississippi, 
to assist the local Emergency Management 
Agency with the C130 Aircraft crash, where 
the lives of 16 servicemen were lost. After ar-
riving to the Central Operation Center, 
MDWFP was assigned as the lead agency for 
the search and recovery of this mission. The 
SRT members had a daunting task of recov-
ering the remains of four servicemen. But I am 
proud to say they recovered the remains of all 
16 servicemen ensuring they would be flown 
home. 

Other responsibilities included, finding 50 
missing weapons and providing daily super-
vision to a large number of Marine members 
on the ground. The SRT team demonstrated 
resilience operating in 105-degree daily heat, 
while handling venomous snakes and infesta-
tions of chiggers, ticks and mosquitoes. 

This tragic event was the largest aviation 
accident to happen in Mississippi and in the 
history of the United States Marine Corps. The 
MDWFP SRT’s role in the law enforcement 
community is very important. The skills, train-
ing, dedication, and technology that they bring 
to deployments are second to none. 

Today, I am honored to recognize these 
brave public heroes for the hard work, dedica-
tion and courage they exude each and every 
day protecting Mississippians. 
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VER MEDAL 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Foster High School Girls Var-
sity Swim Team for earning a silver medal in 
the 200-yard freestyle. 

Kalissa Niles, Maddie Jacks, Sophie Gibson 
and Meagan Clark finished in second place 
with an impressive time of 1 minute and 39.47 
seconds. Their accomplishments in the pool 
have made their families and the Richmond 
community proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to the 
ladies of the Foster High School Girls Varsity 
Swim Team. Keep up the great work. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING 
OF MR. JOHN PAGEL 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of the life and legacy of Kewaunee 
County native, Mr. John Pagel. 

Mr. Pagel was a successful businessman, a 
revered community leader, and, most impor-
tantly, a beloved husband, father, and grand-
father. He was taken too soon, but John 
leaves behind a proud and enduring legacy 
that lesser men could not hope to forge in a 
dozen lifetimes. 

While reflecting on John’s time with us, I 
turned to scripture and was reminded of him 
in one of my favorite verses. ‘‘And to make it 
your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should 
mind your own business and work with your 
hands, just as we told you, so that your daily 
life may win the respect of outsiders and so 
that you will not be dependent on anybody.’’ 
(1 Thessalonians 4: 11–12) 

A dairy farmer by trade, John’s passion for 
his family and community, entrepreneurial spir-
it, and respect for nature brought him tremen-
dous success in life. A towering figure in Wis-
consin industry and a renowned public serv-
ant, John never shed the humble hometown 
qualities that earned him respect and happi-
ness from the start. Beloved by his family, 
community, and employees, good and honest 
men like John are hard to find and even hard-
er to lose. 

John’s extraordinary memory will be cher-
ished by countless people across Wisconsin 
and America. May his humility, decency, and 
uncompromising integrity be remembered and 
emulated by all who knew him. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge my colleagues to find the courage to take 
action and eradicate gun violence in America. 

While our children and families demand a 
vote on commonsense legislation to keep our 
communities safe, my Republican colleagues 
continue to turn their backs. 

Since the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary, the House has observed 42 moments of 
silence—tonight makes 43—to honor victims 
of gun violence, but no meaningful action has 
been taken to strengthen our gun laws. After 
every mass shooting we offer our thoughts 
and prayers to the victims, their families, and 
first responders. Our thoughts and prayers are 
not enough. A moment of silence is not 
enough. 

In the past decade, more than one million 
Americans have been shot. Every day, on av-
erage at least 35 Americans are killed with a 
gun and nearly 33,000 die each year from 
gun-related violence. 

In my home state of Ohio, someone is killed 
with a gun every eight hours. This is unac-
ceptable. There are no moments of silence on 
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